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Biographical/Historical Note:  The president's office was created in 1906. The president's office 
was created in 1906.  Dr. Gary A. Ransdell was named the ninth president of Western Kentucky 
University on September 12, 1997. 
 
Dr. Ransdell received his Bachelor of Arts degree from WKU in 1973 in Mass Communications, a 
Master of Public Service degree in Public Administration in 1974, and a Doctor of Education degree 
from Indiana University in 1978. 
 
Dr. Ransdell re-joined WKU as President after serving four years as Vice President for Administration 
and Advancement and seven years as Vice President for Institutional Advancement at Clemson 
University in Clemson, South Carolina. 
 
His previous professional experiences at WKU also include service as a field representative in the 
Office of University School Relations from 1974 to 1976 and as Associate Director of Alumni Affairs 
from 1978 to 1981. 
 
Dr. Ransdell became Director of Alumni Relations at Southern Methodist University in 1981, a 
position he held until 1987 when he was named as a Vice President at Clemson. 
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Scope & Content 
Records 
UA3.9 Linked to 
Box 1 1 




WKU President's Office 1997 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. Description Subjects 
Box 1 2 
Academic Athletic Banquet, 5/4/1998 
Address to the Duke University Talent Identification Search Program, 5/29/1998 
Association of College Honor Societies 
Background for Address for the Kentuckiana Chapter of the Associated Builders & Contractors, 7/16/1998 
Installation Speech, 5/8/1998 
Kiwanis Club, Hopkinsville, 8/13/1998 
Leadership for the New Millennium, 2/21/1998 
Owensboro Chamber of Commerce, 2/5/1998 
Ransdell, Gary 
Sagabiel, John 
WKU President's Office 1998 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Correspondence 
Western Kentucky University. Extended Campus-Owensboro 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 3 
A Grand Gathering College High Reunion, 8/1/1998 
Blythe, Jill 
College High (WKU) 
College High Questionnaire Results 
Eison, Sheila 
Ransdell, Gary 
Training School (WKU) 
WKU President's Office 1998 Speeches 





Box 1 4 
Burch, Barbara 
Convocation, 8/18/1998 
Gary Ransdell's Remarks, 8/18/1998 
Walker, Ken 
WKU Strategic Plan, 1998-2003 
WKU President's Office 1998 Speeches 





Box 1 5 
Commencement 
Eison, Sheila 
Golden Anniversary Club Remarks, 9/26/1998 
Karst Processes & the Global Carbon Cycle Welcome, 9/23/1998 
Leadership, 11/19/1998 
Leadership Bowling Green 
Logan County Chamber of Commerce 
Realizing the Educational & Economic Value of Kentucky's Biodiversity Welcome, 9/11/1998 
Rotary Club (Russellville, KY), 8/27/1998 
Rotary Club (Somerset, KY), 9/21/1998 
Russellville Notes 
Somerset-Pulaski County Development Foundation 
Swearing in Ceremony, the Honorable Jody Richards, 12/6/1998 
WKU President's Office 1998 Speeches 








Box 1 6 
Barren County - Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, 1/8/1989 (2) 
Dearman, Bill 
South Regional Postsecondary Education Center Progress Report, 11/30/1998 
WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Correspondence 
Western Kentucky University. Extended Campus-Glasgow Center. 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 7 
Alumni Leadership Scholars, 2/17/1999 used Leadership see B1F5 
  
Bowling Green Noon Rotary, 2/17/1999 
Fifth Annual Conference on Schools & the Law Welcome, 2/11/1999 
Flynn, Lana 
Getting Ahead in Institutional Advancement, CASE III, 2/7/1999 
Meyers, Amee 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. What is Multiple Sclerosis? 
Notes 
President's Luncheon for MS, 2/25/1999 
Rogers, Vicki 
Rotary Club (Auburn, KY) 2/23/1999 
University of Tennessee Alumni & Development, 1/12/1999 
Williams, Jack 
WKYU-PBS: The Journey & Beyond, 4/15/1999 
WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 







Box 1 8 WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 























Introduction of Jody Richards, 5/7/1999 
Kentucky. Governor 




President's Circle Gala, 5/6/1999 
Press releases 
Rotary Club (Hardinsburg, KY), 4/26/1999 
Sanders, Richard 






WKU Receives $10.6 Million Gift Commitment, Regents Name College of Business in Honor of Donor, 
Gordon Ford, 12/8/1998 
Box 1 9 
BU Reunion Remarks, 5/8/1999 
Commencement, 5/8/1999 
Itsy Bitsy Spider, 5/8/1999 
WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 




Box 1 10 
Convocation, 8/17/1999 (5) 
Notes 
WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. Description Subjects 
Box 1 11 
1st Time Freshman from Hart County at Main Campus 
25 Year Club Dinner, 10/5/1999 
Class of 1949 (WKU) 
Golden Anniversary Club, 9/18/1999 
Rotary Club (Franklin, KY) 9/30/1999 notes 
Rotary Club (Hart Co., KY) 9/20/1999 notes 
Student Profile Students from Hart County Attending Main Campus, Fall 1998 
WKU President's Office 1999 Speeches 







Box 1 12 WKU President's Office 2000 Speeches 






Description Subjects Administrative Council (WKU) 




Degree Program Eligibility Status for Calendar Year 2002 
Dyrsen, Sharon 
Ethnic Relations Task Force Committee Accomplishments 




Jefferson Awards, 2000 
Kentucky. Council on Postsecondary Education. Committee on Equal Opportunities 
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer Round Table Discussion on Higher Education, 3/13/2000 no speech 
Riney, Edward 
Summary Comments Kentucky Plan for Equal Opportunities in Higher Education 
Taylor, Jewel 
University Diversity Committee (WKU) 
Warren County Retired Teachers Association, 2/11/2000 no speech 




Box 1 13 
Coates, Amanda. Invocation Introduction 
Deeb, Barbara. Program Introduction 
Deeb, Barbara. Remarks 
Hiles, Tom. Remarks 
Martin, Cornelius. Acknowledgement 
Nixon, Mary. Comments 
President's Circle Gala, 4/27/2000 
Vitale, Don. Comments 
WKU President's Office 2000 Speeches 




Box 1 14 
College Heights Foundation (WKU) 
Convocation, 8/15/2000 
Hilltopper Athletic Fund (WKU) 
Ransdell, Gary 
Regents (WKU) 
Rotary Club (Owensboro, KY) 10/25/2000 notes 
WKU Alumni Association 
WKU's Report on State's 2000-2002 Matching Dollars 
WKU President's Office 2000 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Correspondence 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 15 
Class of 2002 (WKU) 
Class of 2003 (WKU) 




Master Plan, 8/2000 
Master Plan Speech, revised and used several times, 8/16/1998, 8/15/1999, 8/13/2000 
Notes 
Ransdell, Gary 
Shaw, Kenneth. Address to New Students, 8/27/1999 
WKU President's Office 2000 Speeches 




Box 1 16 
Facilitating the Road to College - A Capacity Building & Design Institute for Gear Up Kentucky Partners 
Welcome, 7/16/2001 
Hancock, D.  
Kentucky Innovation Commission 
Mayor (Leitchfield, KY) 
Memorial Day Address in Grayson County, 5/26/2001 
Memorial Day Ceremony, Leitchfield, KY, 5/26/2001 
Memorial Day Ceremony Planning Committee, 6/6/2001 
President's Circle Gala, 4/5/2001 
Ransdell, Gary 
Rotary Club (Bardstown, KY) 3/21/2001 notes 
What's Happening in Bowling Green in the New Economy, 5/7/2001 
WKU President's Office 2001 Speeches 

























University Diversity Committee (WKU) 
Wilkins, Deborah 
WKU President's Office 2001 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Correspondence 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 18 WKU President's Office 2001 Speeches 















Golden Anniversary Club, 10/22/2001 
Houston, Martin 
James L. "Bud" Layne Professorship 
Jefferson, Bob 
Johnson, Linda 









National Governor's Association Center for Best Practices 
Pan, Wei-Ping 








Schools & the Law: Ventures in Professional Collaboration Conference Welcome, 11/12/2001 
Shumaker, John 





WKU Materials Characterization Center 
Box 2 1 
3rd Annual Global Automotive Conference, 4/16/2002 
4th Annual Biodiversity Conference Welcome, 4/18/20002 
Central Regional Postsecondary Education Center Dedication, 4/25/2002 
Council for the Advancement & Support of Education (CASE) 
Fund Raising for New Female Presidents, 1/2002  
Notes 
Outlines 
Society of African American Alumni, 4/13/2002 
South Regional Postsecondary Education Center Dedication, 1/25/2002 
WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Correspondence 
Calendars 






Western Kentucky University. Extended Campus - 
Elizabethtown/Radcliff / Ft. Knox 
Description Subjects 
Box 2 2 
Anderson, Lucinda 
Background Information on the Guthrie Tower & Plaza 
Blythe, Jill 
Bunning, Jim 
Bush, George W. 
DuBose, Rick 
Flynn, Lana 











Skipper, Bob. Guthrie Gift Provides Scholarship & Serves as Tribute to Family / Veterans 
Taylor, Robbin 
United States. President 
Williams, David 
Younglove, Jeff 
WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 






Box 2 3 





Pre-Gala News Conference, 5/10/2002 
Ransdell, Gary 
Slane, Daniel 
Sofia-Downing International Center Dedication, 5/9/2002 
Talking Points - Zuheir Sofia - Dero Downing International center, 5/9/2002 
WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 












WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 







Box 2 5 
Applied Research & Technology Program (WKU) 
Center for Cave & Karst Studies. 2002 Karst Field Studies at Mammoth Cave 
Chelf, Earlene 
Endowed Scholarship Recipients & Their Benefactors Remarks, 9/17/2002 
Engineering & Biological Sciences Groundbreaking, 8/16/2002 
Ferrell, Blaine 
Flynn, Lana 
Green River Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
Kentucky. Governor 








Remembering September Eleventh, 9/11/2002 
Signing Ceremony with Mammoth Cave National Park Representatives, 10/9/2002 
Switzer, Ronald 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior. Natural Resource Year in Reviw - 2001 
U.S. Natural Resource Stewardship & Science 
What's Happening, 8/19/2002 
WKU Researchers Participate in Mammoth Cave Conference, 10/8/2002 
WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Invitations 
Ground breaking ceremonies 
Programs 




Box 2 6 
Brennenstuhl, Brent 
Carlton, Chad. Hard Work Marks Minton's 28 Years, CHH, 4/29/1986 
Carter, Fred 
Distance Learning Advisory Committee Meeting Welcome, 11/13/2002 
Edwards, Bob 
Flynn, Lana 
Higher Education Reform from the Perspective of a Comprehensive University, 10/15/2002 
Jircitano, Lois 
Kelly Autism Project, 11/20/2002 
Kentucky. Pritchard Committee for Academic Excellence 
Legal Issues in Education, 11/11/2002 








Student Life Foundation (WKU) 
Taylor, Robbin 
Weigel, Richard 
WKU President's Office 2002 Speeches 






Box 2 7 
ALIVE Center Ribbon Cutting, Talking Points, 4/23/2003 
An Evening of Champions: A Showcase of Award-Winning Performances, 5/7/2003 
Doctoral Symposium 
Frockt Family Gift Announcement, Suggested Comments, 4/25/2003 
House Appropriations & Revenue Budget Review Subcommittee Comments, 1/29/2003 
How 'Bout Those Toppers!, 1/18/2003 
Leadership, 4/9/2003 
Reinventing Education, 4/4/2003 
Spring Leadership Institute 
WKU President's Office 2003 Speeches 






Box 2 8 
A Spirit of Celebration, 5/9/2003 
Achievements of Distinction, 2002-03 
Convocation, 8/12/2003 
InterModal Transportation Authority, Inc.  
ITA Remarks, 8/25/2003 
Owensboro Chamber of Commerce 
Rooster Booster Breakfast, 7/10/2003 
WKU President's Office 2003 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Programs 
Ground breaking ceremonies 
Description Subjects 
Box 2 9 
Buckingham, Marcus. The One Thing You need to Know, 2005 notes 
Cangemi, Joseph. Effective Leadership, Psychology & Education, Vol. 39, No. 3/4, 2002 
Fiorina, Carly 
Hernez-Broome, Gina, Cindy McLaughlin, & Stephanie Trovas. Spreading the Word How to Self-Promote with 
Integrity, Leadership in Action, Vol. 26 No. 6, Jan/Feb 2007 
Jones, Del. Leadership Lessons from the Reagan Years, USA Today, nd 
Kelly, Gary 
Leadership Lessons from the Reagan Years, nd 
Leadership Studies Program, 9/10/2003 (4) 
Mora, Dave. Carly, Reconsidered, Continental, 9/2003 
Ransdell, Gary. Leadership notes, nd 
Ransdell, Matthew 
Randell, Patrick 
Reed, Dan. Southwest CEO Puts Emphasis on Character, USA Today, 9/27/2004 
Regents (WKU) 
Smith, Bryan & Aaron Hughey. Leadership in Higher Education - Its Evolution & Potential, Industry & Higher 
Education, 6/2006 
Spirit Masters (WKU) 
What Leaders Do, Statmats QuickTakes, Vol. 8, No. 5, 2005 
WKU President's Office 2003 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Quotations 
Description Subjects 
Box 2 10 
Applied Research & Technology Program (WKU) 
Economic Development Summit, 10/10/2003 
Investing in the Spirit 
Kentucky Academy of Science Welcome, 11/7/2003 
Kentucky/Tennessee Section of the American Water Works Association, 10/1/2003 
McCormack, William 
Two Major Announcements, Talking Points, 9/18/2003 
Veterans Day ROTC Ceremony, 11/11/2003 
WKU Foundation 
WKU President's Office 2003 Speeches 





Box 2 11 
Bill Samuels, Jr. Introduction, 9/22/2004 
Council on Postsecondary Education - Institute for Effective Governance Dinner, 9/19/2004 
Donovan, Herman 
Endowed Scholarship Recipients & Their Benefactors Remarks, 9/16/2004 
Forensics Team (WKU) 
Hall of Distinguished Alumni, 10/22/2004 
Humble, Jerry 
LaJuana Wilcher Introduction, 8/18/2004 
McDaniel, Paul 
Mammoth Cave International Center for Science & Learning 
Mass Media & Technology Hall Dedication, 10/22/2004 
Pushing the Boundaries: Changing Roles & Expectations of Institutions, 12/9/2004 
Senator Jim Bunning Introduction, 4/15/2004 
WKU President's Office 2004 Speeches 





















WKU to Award Honorary Degree to Mitch McConnell, 4/9/2004 
WKU President's Office 2004 Speeches 
























Speeches, address, etc. 
























Box 3 1 
Biotechnology (WKU) 
Center for Research & Development Talking Points, 5/31/2005 
Complex for Engineering & Biological Sciences Dedication, 1/28/2005 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Talking Points, 8/17/2005 
Convocation, 8/23/2005 
Islamic Center of Bowling Green Open House, 5/14/2005 
Muslims 
Owensboro Campus Ribbon Cutting, 6/8/2005 
Plastow, Graham 
Special Unveiling of Granite Panels on the Guthrie Bell Tower, 8/18/2005 
Sygen Announcement, 6/28/2005 
WKU President's Office 2005 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Dedications 
Programs 





Box 3 2 
Endowed Scholarship Recipients & Their Benefactors Remarks, 9/15/2005 
Miller, Josephine 
Notes 
Owensboro Chamber of Commerce Breakfast Remarks, 11/2/2006 
Special Ceremony for Ms. Miller, 12/14/2005 
Stewart, Ann 
WKU President's Office 2005 Speeches 





Box 3 3 WKU President's Office 2005 Speeches 














































Box 3 4 
Budget Remarks, 2/2/2006 
Convocation, 8/17/2006 
Ernie Fletcher Introduction, 8/25/2006 
First Amendment First Welcome, 4/20/2006 
House & Senate Budget Subcommittees, 2/2/2006 
Legislative Priorities, 2006 
Pat Conroy Introduction, 4/8/2006 
WKU President's Office 2006 Speeches 





Box 3 5 WKU President's Office 2006 Speeches 
























































































































WKU President's Office 2006 Speeches 






Box 3 7 
Academy of Math & Science Education, 8/23/2007 
Arbuckle, Gregory 
Bowling Green Technical College Commencement, 5/4/2007 
Brake, Nick 
Greater Owensboro Economic Development Corporation aka GO-EDC 
Press releases 
Rotary Club (Owensboro, KY), 1/24/2007 notes 
Scott Turow Introduction, 4/21/2007 
SOKY Book Fest 
WKU President's Office 2007 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 





Box 3 8 
Commencement, 5/11/2007 
Ransdell, Gary 
Thank you notes 
WKU President's Office 2007 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Graduation ceremonies 
Description Subjects 
Box 3 9 
Convocation, 9/14/2007 - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/president_speeches/1/  
WKU President's Office 2007 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. Description Subjects 
Box 3 10 
Commencement, 12/15/2007 
Owensboro Rooster Booster Breakfast Remarks, 11/1/2007 
Ransdell, Gary 
SKyTeach Announcement, 11/16/2007 
Thank you notes 
WKU President's Office 2007 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 






Box 3 13 
Constans, Phil 
Convocation, 8/22/2008 
Hard Optimism Deep Strengths Survey, 2007 
Schnacke, Stephen 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 





Box 3 11 
Improving the Education Attainment of Kentuckians at All Levels, 7/29/2008 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Economic Summit 
Kentucky Teacher Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Welcome, 1/24/2008 
Kiwanis Club (Hopkinsville, KY), 4/10/2008 notes 
Lanham, Jan 
Leader's Training Course Educators Symposium, 6/24/2008 
McCrary, Patrice 
Miller, Shelia 
Planned Giving at WKU, 6/17/2008 
Rotary Club (Louisville, KY), 8/21/2008 notes 
Southern Kentucky Estate Planning Council 
Student Rally at the Capitol Remarks, 2/20/2008 
Warren County Lincoln Day Dinner, 4/19/2008 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 













Thank you notes 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 





Box 3 14 
Applied Research & Technology Program (WKU) 
Chamber of Commerce Breakfast, 9/26/2008 notes 
Enrollment 
Hilltoppers 
Interim Joint Committee on Education Presentation, 10/13/2008 
Kentucky Academy of Mathematics & Science 
Kentucky Tourism Council, 10/14/2008 
Summary of WKU Student Body: 2006/2007 
Total Degrees & Other Credentials Awarded by Level, 1998-2008 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 







Box 4 1 
Commencement, 12/31/2008 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 




Box 4 2 
Bob Hensley Eulogy, 11/18/2009 
Campbell, Joy. Ransdell Touts WKU Partnerships, Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer, 8/31/2009 
Council on Postsecondary Education 
Counseling & Testing Center.  Grief 
Enrollment 
Kentucky Broadcasters Association Conference, 10/7/2009 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 1/19/2009 
Rotary Club (Glasgow, KY), 8/2009 notes 
Rotary Club (Owensboro, KY), 8/2009 notes 
What National Means for Kentucky & WKU, 9/10/2009 
WKU Energy Policy Announcement, 3/18/2009 
WKU President's Office 2009 Speeches 




Western Kentucky University. Extended Campus-Glasgow Center. 
Western Kentucky University. Extended Campus-Owensboro 
Death 
Funeral rites & ceremonies 
Grief 
Description Subjects 






WKU President's Office 2009 Speeches 










WKU President's Office 2009 Speeches 






VHS tape - 1 
  
Gary Ransdell, convocation, 1998 
WKU President's Office 1998 Film/Video/Audio File 
Video recording 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Description Subjects 
Box 6 
VHS tapes - 3 
  
Gary Ransdell on Outlook, 1997 (2) 
Gary Ransdell on the Western experience, 1997 




CD Box 3 CD951 
Convocation, 8/22/2008 powerpoint 
WKU President's Office 2008 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. Description Subjects 
Tape Box 1 Drawer 4 
Audiotapes - 3 digitized 
  
Elizabethtown Rotary Club Address, 1997, s1 - m186.wav, s2 -  m185.wav 
State of the University, 1998 (2)  m182.wav,  m183.wav,  m184.wav 
WKU President's Office 1997-1998 Film/Video/Audio File 
Video recording 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Description Subjects 
Tape Box 4 Drawer 21 
Audiotapes - 3 - digitized 
  
Convocation, 1999 - m189.wav, m190.wav 
Glasgow Rotary Club Address, 1997, m196.wav 
WKU President's Office 1997-1999 Film/Video/Audio File 
Video recording 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Description Subjects 
TopScholar 
Convocation, 2009 - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/president_speeches/3/  
Convocation, 2011 - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/president_speeches/4/  
Convocation, 2013 - http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/president_speeches/5/  
Impact of State Budget Reductions on Western Kentucky University, 5/15/2009 - 
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/president_speeches/2/  
WKU President's Office 2009-2013 Speeches 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Budget. 
Description Subjects 
